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GENTLEMEN 


Ithout taking notice either of the 
Character of Parſon Parren and 
his fellow Evidences, hired ard 


produced here to ſwear away my 
Life, thereby to ſave their own, and ſerve the 
Ends of their new Maſters ; or of the Proceed- 
ings in themſelves, and the Authority they are 
carried on by: And you, Gentlemen, take place 
on that Bench, as Judges on your fellow Sub- 
jects, and J forceably brought to this Bar: I 
obſerve with no leſs Aſtoniſhment, than Hor. 
ror, that 1 am in this, which you call an In- 
ditment, charged with having levy'd War a- 
gainſt my ſupreme, true, natural, and undoubt- 
ed Liege Lord and King, againſt the Duty of 
my Allegiance, and againſt the Statute, in that 
caſe made and provided, with other molt odious 
time-ſerving aggravating Words and Circum- 
ſtances, whereas from my Heart I ever deteſted 
even the Thought of any diſloyal or treaſonable 
Practice againſt my law ful and true Sovereign; 
which will manifeſtly appear, when I have 
{hewn you the Principles I profeſs, and by which 
the whole courſe and conduct of my Life, hath 
unalterably been governed in that reſpect. 
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[41 
GENTLEMEN, 


Was always inſtructed, and I take it to be 

unden1ably true, that by the antient funda- 
mental Laws and Statutes of this Land, the 
Imperial Crown of England is Monarchical and 
Hereditary, lineally and gradually defcending 
by inherent indefeazible and unalienable Right 
of Primo-geniture and Proximity of Blood to 
the next true Heir, upon the Death, or at the 
Minute the laſt Breath goes out of the Mouth 
of the preceding lawful Monarch, without 
any intervening Formality, Call, Authority, 
Recognition, Coronation Oath, or other Ce- 
remony whatſoever ; whether the Heir be at 
the Time of ſuch Death happening, in orout, 
of the Kingdom; as it did to Fames VI. of 
Scotland, and firſt of England, on the Death 
of Queen Elizabeth | and to King Charles II. 
reſiding in Holland, upon the Murther of the 
King his Royal F ather, by his own rebel Sub. 


jects at Home, notwithſtanding the pretended 


Interregnum of thoſe uſurping and tyrannick 
Times to the contrary, which verities the Max- 
im in Law, affirming that the King never dies, 
Rex nunquam moritur, And I think no Man 
can deny what daily Experience proves, vis. 
'That upon the Death of a Nobleman or other 
Perſon, having Title and Eſtate of Inheritance, 
his eldeſt Son or other next immediate Heir, 
ſucceeds him in Honour * Eſtate (be the Heir 
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at Home, or Abroad, and'of what Age or Re. 
ligion he will) at the Time of his Death. 

And that to impeach, alter, ſuſpend or di- 

vert, the Royal Succeſſion thus unextingutſhably 

inherent and regularly ſettled in Blood, and fo 

declared by ſeveral Acts of Parliament to this 


Day in force, and by the whole Frame of the 


antient Britiſh Conſtitution (the higheſt and 


ſtrongeſt Authority, we in our human Affairs 


can build upon) is in Subjects no leſs than 
High Treaſon. 

Nor do [ conceive it of any Weight againſt 
the Truth of this Aſſertion, to ſay, that the 
Houſe of Lancaſter, or any other Houſe, or 
Perſons whatſoever, hath or have often broke 
in upon the undoubted hereditary Right of 
the Houſe of York, and thereby remained poſe. 
ſeſſed of the Crown for ſome Deſcents, nor that 


ſuch Inſtances ſhould be ſo much as mentioned, 


much leſs inſiſted on, to juſtify a Fact Sinful 
and Criminal in its Nature and Tendency; un- 
leſs it be firſt proved, that the invading and 
uſurping (in concert with Rebels and Tray tors) 
the unqueſtionable Right of another, and per- 
fectly knowing it to be ſo, is neither againſt 

— of God, Nature or Man; and that 
the more frequent ſuch Violations are committed, 
and the longer they continue, the more War- 


rantable and Imitable is the Practice, and the 


Guilt ſo much the leſs; and that a deſcent of 
a Poſſeſſion by ſuch means alone acquired, is 
capa- 
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capable to make that Lawful, which in its be- 


ginning and progreſs was unjuſt, 


And unleſs it be alſo proved, that Oliver 
Cromwel and his Regicide Adherents breaking 
in upon the Hereditary Right, Life and lineal 
Succeſſion of their undoubted lawful Sovereign 
King Cherles I. their continuing the Uſurpa- 
tion with Succeſs, and Oliver's leaving the Go- |: 
vernment of the Three Kingdoms, by ſuch 
Methods obtained, to Richard his eldeſt Son, 
by way of Deſcent, is a juſtifiable Preſident, 
and that ſuch a Deſcent to Richard was alone 
ſufficient to Legitimate his Poſſeſſion, however 
otherwiſe, and before the Deſcent, unjuſt, 

To prove the truth of my ſaid Aſſertion, by 
tne fundamental Laws and Statutes of the 
Country, and lay the foundation of my Plea 
and Defence, againſt waat 1 am here charged 
with, and ſhew how little I deſerve this uſage 
in the Eye of thoſe Laws and Statutes, 1 de- 
fire it may be conſidered. 

That by the antient Engliſh Conſtitution it 
is I reaſon in the Subjects to ſubvert the Go- 
vernment, depoſe the King, levy War againſt 
his Perſon, Crown or Dignity, join with his 
Enemies, Gc. f 

Both our Law and Goſpel teach us, that 
our King is a Sovereign, Independent Prince, 
deriving his Power from God Almighty alone, 
and 1s to him alone accountable for his Adwi- 
niſtration : Thar he 1s ſupreme in his Kingdom, 

having 


1 

- | Having neither Superior nor Equal. Parem 
| won habet in Regno ſuo, & Superiorem non 
* habet niſi Deum ſatis enim habet ad pœnam, 
7 quod Deum expectet ultorem, ſays the famous 

| F BraQon. Lib. 5. Tract. 3, ISVS 
1 # By our monarchical Conſtitution, no Par- 
- © liament ever was or can lawfully be called, 
but by the ſole Authority of the true and law- 
1 ful Hereditary King, who Alone, and of Right 
„can, at Will and Pleaſure, diſmiſs, diſſolve, 
: prorogue, or continue them : Nor can all the 
2 Lords and Commons, even in Parliament, be 
r @Þ it never ſo lawfully and regularly called, much 
leſs out of Parliament, and not duly called, 
make any one Act or Statute of any Force or 
© Virtue to bind the Subject, without the Royal 
Aſſent firſt had thereto ; for as they all owe 
Faith and natural Allegiance, as well as their 
high Titles and Ranks to the King their 
liege Lord and ſupreme Head, ſo it is by his 
'} gracious Permiſſion they fit and do Buſineſs, 
t las it is by his fingle Command they vanith, 
and become as the Law calls it, a dead Body, 
t the Moment the Breath of his Authority which 
8 gave them their Being, is withdrawn; juſt'as 
when the Soul, that animates a human Bedy 
t ©F 1s gone, the Body becomes an inanimate lifes 
leſs Maſs of Earth. 11 98 u art 
And as it is plain that Kings were Kings be- 
s fore Parliaments were Parliaments, and that 
Parliaments were inſtituted by Kings (tho? for 
Af much 


- 


C8) | 
much better Ends than ſome have taken upon 
them to Practice) it cannot in reaſon be pre- 
tended that the Creature is, or ought to be 
Equal, much leſs Superior to its Creator, from 
the very abſurdity and inconſiſtence of it, no 
more than that à stream can be imagined to 
turn, anq; run againſt its Current, to, and a- 
bove the Source, or Fountain Head, it flows 
from, which Source or Fountain Head being 
ſtop'd and yielding no more Water, the Cur- 
rent muſt of Courſe ceaſe. 

Add that, Rex non eſt inferior ſibi ſt wjefic, 
but that, Ommis quidem ſub eo ; ipſe autem ſub 
nullo iſ tantum ſub Deo. Nor indeed will 
our Conſtitution ſuffer that our law ful Sove- 
reign! ſhould any more be liable to any man- 
ner of Coercion of all, or any of his own Sub- 
jects, on any Account or Pretence whatſoe ver, 
(under Pain of High Treaſon in them) than it 
will allow the Subjects either collectively or 
ſeparately to attempt to ſet themſelves upon a 
level with, and not to remain ſubject to the 
King, his Laws and Correction. 500 
The Writ whereby the Parliaments are cal- 
led, is the King's Writ, it is in his Name, it 
Is ſeal'd with ba Seal, and ſo directed to the 
Sheriff of the County, who is alſo the King's 
Officer and who thus authentickly receiving it, 
doth by virtue of it, ſummon the People to 
meet at a certain Time and Place, then and 
there, to chooſe their Repreſentatives in the. 
enſuing 


Writ, with the 


1 ſo. 


151 | 
enſuing Parliament, and the Choice being 
made RIG the Sheriff returns the 


ames of the Perſons choſen, 
and where this form and manner, fo eſſen- 


' tially required, and ſettled, by the funda- 


mental Conſtitution for the call of a true Par- 
lament, is wanting; there can be no lawful 
Election, no lawful Parliament, and conſe. 
quently no lawful Act or Statute. 218 


Ihe King by his Letters Patents may Con- 


ſtitute a County Palatine, and grant Royal 
Rights, which the Lords and Commons can- 
not pretend to, nor can they ſo much as cre» 
ate one fingle Peer, or Nobleman among 
themſelves, though the King can create a Cob- 
ler a Duke, and make as many as he pleaſes. 
The King may ere& a Court of Common- 
pleas in what part of the Kingdom he thinks 
fit, by Letters Patents 3 both Houſes of Par- 
liament, much leſs either of them, cannot do 


All the Courts of Law and Equity within 
his Majeſties Dominions are the King's Courts, 
and are held by his, and by no other law- 
ful Authority, the Judges are his Judges, all 
Proceſſes are iſſued and executed in his Name, 
all Poſſe comitatus are raiſed, all Breaches of 
the Peace, all Riots, Tumults, ſeditious and 
unlawful Meetings and Aſſemblies diſperſed 
and puniſhed, and all _ and Ds 

4 Cr 


L 1 J 
for ſuch Offences, are levied in the King's 
Name. £2 BY 
All Offices and Places of Truſt, and all 
Commillions Civil and Military, are either 
mediately or immediately from the King, and 
by his Death they for the moſt part ceaſe 
and diſcontinue; not fo ſhould all the Lords 


and Commons of Parliament in the Kingdom 
dye. 


The King is Principium, Caput, &. finis - | 


Parliamenti, he is Lex loquens, he is the Life 
and Soul of the Law ; becauſe no Law hath 
Force or Virtue without his Aſſent. 

No Parliament ever commanded the King, 
and no lawful Kings but who had a Command 
over their Parliament, which ſhews the Sove- 
reiguty of the King over his Parliament, and 
the Parliament's due Subjection to, or abſolute 
dependance on the King, even as to their very 
Exiſtence, 

'The King can do no Wrong is a Maxim 
in Law, his Miniſters and Judges, though 
compoſed of Lords aud Commons, may; they 
are anſwerable to, and puniſhable by Law, 
he not; the reaſon is obvious, becauſe no- 
thing can be done, as to the Perſons, Goods, 
Lands, or Liberties of the Subjects, but muſt 


be according to the eſtabliſh'd Law, which 
the Judges are Sworn to obſerve, and impar- 
tially to adminiſter between the King and his 

People; | 


r 
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People ; to Rich Id Poor, High and Low, 
and therefore the Miniſters and Judges, who 
are well paid, and ſworn to do their Duty, 
and yet do it not, are to be queſtioned and 
puniſhed 'where they violate the Law, and no 
Reflection upon the King, who being God's 
Vicegerent and his Anointed, 1s to him alone 
accountable, 

From all which it is manifeſt, that by our 
well ſetled Conſtitution, the ſupreme Power 
is in the Perſon of the lawful King, and that 
all other, within his Dominions, are but ſub- 
ordinate to his Authority. The Lords are 
dignified and made Peers by him, they are 
his grand Council, with them he Confers and 
Conſults: He or his Officers of. State, in his 
Name, propoſes what they are to debate upon : 


They humbly give their Advice: The Com- 


mons in that Caſe are to do, and Conſent, 
not to Direct or Controul ; and though a Mat- 
ter or Bill ſnould be prepared by the joint 
Concurrence of both Houſes, Lords and Com- 
mons, yet may the King reject the Bill, with- 
out giving the leaſt reaſon for his ſo doing, as 
it has often been done; when the Houſes for- 
getting their due Bounds, and taking upon 
them to meddle with Things out of their 
Sphere, thought to aſſume to themſelves a 
Priviledge never intended to them at their In- 


ſtitution, or given, or granted, by any fun- 
damental Charter, Law, or Statute ever ſince: 


B 2 Then 
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Then their prepared Biff, when rejected by 
their Sovereign, becomes of no more Force, 
than if it had never been mentioned, who 
then can deny but the power of calling, diſ- 
ſolving, or continuing Parliaments, and of | 
giving Life and Sanction to Law, is alone in 
the lawful King and in no other Perſon, Au- 
thority, or Body of Men whatſoever, by the 
antient fundamental Conſtitution of this Land, 


which the capriciouſneſs of Man is not to al- 


ter, according to the old Rule, Nolumus Le- 
ges Angliæ mutare, and that other, noli tranſ- 
great terminos, quos poſuerum Patres antiqui, 
| Nor does the Body Politick, and the natu- 
ral Body of the King make divers Bodies, as 
ſome Enemies to our King's Hereditary Right, 
and indeed to all kingly Authority, would 
vainly diſtinguiſh; no, they make but one | 
Body; they are inſeparable, and indiviſible. 
Ligeance 1s due to the natural Body, and it's 
due to it by Birth and Nature, by God's Law, 
by the Laws of the Kingdom, and the Na- 
ture of our Hereditary Monarchy, natural 
Ligeance, or Faith and Obedience, is propri- 
um quarto modo, to the King, omni, ſoli, &. 
ſemper, ſays my Lord Chief Juſtice Coke, Li- 
geantia naturalis, ſays he, nullis clauſtris co- 
ercetur, nullis metis refrenatur, nullis finibus 
premitur. Calvin's Caſe 7. Report where it 
was unanimouſly reſolved by the Chancellor 
and all the Twelve Judges of England, after 
a Þ 
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a ſtrong and ſolemn Debate of that Caſe, that 
the natural Allegiance is due to the natural 
Perſon of the King, which is ever accompanied 
with the politick Capacity, and the politick 
Capacity, as it were appropriated to the natu- 
tural Capacity, and is not due to the politick 
Capacity only, that 1s to the Crown or King- 
dom, diſtint from his natural; but it is due 
to the Perſon of the King, wherever he be, 


and not limited to him, only within the 


Kingdom, or to the Crown, or Kingdom with- 
out him, and it is to him and his immediate 
lawful Heirs ; for our Law ſuffers no Inter- 
regnum. | 

No Act can bar the King of the Service of 
his Subjects, that Service being a Right due 
to him by the Law of Nature; for every 
Subject is by his natural Allegiance, bound 
to obey and ſerve his Sovereign. Coke 7. Rept. 
Cal. Caſe fol. 14. And the Law of Nature by 
which that Right accrews to him, is immu- 
table, it is Lex eterna, it was before all mu- 
nicipal and judicial Law; and therefore it 
cannot be changed, transferred, withdrawn, 
or taken away, without violating and ſapping 
the very Law it 1s fo eſſentially founded upon, 
and dictated by. 

Ligeantia Domino Regi debita eſt duplex, 
ſays my Lord Chief Juſtice Coke. Lib. 2. Inſt. 
198. fol. 129. Perpetua, que Origin aria ſiuę 
naturalis five nata dicitur, and this is always 

: I} Abſolute 
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Abſolute and Incident inſeparable ; it is ſays 
he, Vinculum Fidei, it is Legis eſſentia, and 
as nemo Patriam in qua natus eſt, poteſt exu. 
ere, ſo nec ligeantiæ debitum poteſt ejurare. 

Ligeantia temporanea aut localis, quia qui- 
libet Alienigena, qui in hoc Regno ſub prote- 
dt ione Regis degit, Domino Regi ligeantiam 
debet, & ideo temporanea & localis dicitur, 


quia non durat, niſi quouſque infra Regnum 5 


moratur, 

There is alſo a limited Ligeance, when one 
is made Denizen for Life, or in Tail, or upon 
Condition: But when one is naturalized, there 
is no Limitation or Condition, that being 
ſays our Chief Juſtice againſt the Abſolute- 
neſs, Purity and Indebility, of natural Allegi- 
ance. 

Ligeance, is the true and faithful Obedience 
of a liege Man or Subject, to his liege Lord 
or Sovereign, Ligeance 4 ligando, being the 
higheſt and greateſt Obligation of Duty and 
Obedience that can be. 

And the natural Born Subjects of our Crown 
can no more withdraw the natural Allegiance 
and active Obedience they owe, by virtue of 
' thoſe Laws, to their lawful Movarch, or ab- 
jure, renounce, or transfer the ſame, to his 
Wrong, to any other Perſon whatſoever, eſ- 
pecially, notorious Evil-doers, and Uſurpers 
of his Right, out of a ſcandalous and ſervile 
fear of ſuffering ſome temporal Loſs ; than I 


can 


ZR 
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can pay a juſt Debt Jowe to an honeſt Neigh- 
bor, to a Man who by the Treachery of ſome 
Servants within, and by Fraud and. forte of 
Arms from without, breaks. into that Neigh- 
bor's Houſe, and driving him from thence, 
and ſeizing on all he had, peremptorily ſends 
to me, and requires I ſhould pay him the 


7 Mony; as if fuch a Poſſeſſion without any 
„ other Right or Title, and without any Or- 

der or Aſſignment of the Debt to him, from 
? the lawful Creditor, could either warrant his 
*Y Demand on me, or juſtify my paying the 
Debt. I think no honeſt Man will maintain 
; either, or that if I ſhould be Weak enough 


to comply, it would either diſcharge the 
juſt Debt, or extinguiſh the Right of the fair 
7 Creditor, and ſo it is in the Caſe of natural 
- | Allegiance z becauſe the Right of Govern- 
1 ment inherent in the lawful King's Blood, 
eis inſeparable from his Perſon, whether in or 
3 I} out of Poſſeſſion, as the right of the Debt 
in the other Caſe, is in the true Creditor, 
till he thinks fit to transfer or give it up in 
ſome due Form, notwithſtanding the Intru- 
4 | der's Poſſeſſion. And the learned Grotius 
'! ſpeaking of an Hereditary King turned out of 
Poſſeſſion, judiciouſly obſerves that, Fus Reg- 
= ni panes ipſum manet, utcumque poſſeſſionem 
. amiſerit. | 
" And the ſame Author Lib. 2. C. 17. De Ju- 
11 * Belli & pacis, Holds for certain that a 
2 | | League 
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Kingdom by his own Subjects; for though 


he hath loſt his Poſſeſſion, yet doubtleſs the 


League made with a King, is valid, though 
that King or his Succeſſor be expelled his 


Right and Title to the Kingdom remains in 
him, and in no other; and if a War be made | 


againſt him that uſurps the Kingdom, it ſhall 
not be interpreted a Breach of any former 
League made with the lawful King, becauſe 


theſe Uſurpers, though they have got Poſ- . 


ſeſſion, yet they have no Right, ſays this 
great Dutch Man, to what they hold. And 
therefore, continues he, the Emperor Fuſti- 
nian denied that he had broken the League 
made between him and Gezerich, by making 
War againſt Gelimer, who had at once depri- 
ved the lawful King Ilderichus, both of his 

Liberty and of his Kingdom. | 
And the fame Plea doth Titus Quintius 
make againſt Nabis on the behalf of the Ro- 
mans, We made no League or Confederacy 
with thee, but with Pelops the Fuft and law- 
ful King of Sparta : And indeed 1n Leagues, 
the Quality and Dignity of a lawful King, 
his Heirs and rightful Succeſſors are always 
favoured and reſpected, whereas the Cauſe of 
an Uſurper, is odious and deteſted. 9 
That this was the Judgment of all the Loy- 
aliſts in England, upon the Murther of King 
Charles I. when on the Second Day after that 
execrable Parricide, viz, the firſt Day of Fe- 
| bruary, 
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beuary, 1648. they unanimouſly proclaimed 
Prince Charles his eldeſt Son to be lawful 
King, notwithſtanding the devouring Rage 
and Iniquity of the then Times, is manifeſt 
from their Proclamation in that behalf, pub- 
liſhed in theſe Words, vig. 

We the Noblemen, Judges, Knights, Law- 


vers, Gentlemen, Freeholders, Merchants, 


Citizens, Yeomen, Seamen, and other Free- 
men of England; do according to our Alle- 
giance and Duty by theſe Preſents, heartily, 


4 joyfully and unanimouſly, Acknowledge and 


Proclaim, the Illuftrious Charles Prince of 


= Wales, next Heir to his Father King Charles, 
* (whoſe late wicked Murder and all Conſent- 
ers thereto, we from our Souls Abominate) 
to be by Hereditary Birthright and lawful 
& Succeſſion, rightful and undoubted King of 


Great Britain, &c. And that we will con- 
ſtantly and ſincerely in our ſeveral Places and 
Callings, defend and maintain his Royal Per- 
ſon, Crown and Dignity, with our Eſtates 
and Lives, againſt all Perſons, whom hereby 
we declare to be Enemies to his Majeſty and 
his. Kingdom. In Teſtimony whereof we 
have cauſed theſe to be publiſhed throughout 


all Counties and Corporations of this Realm, 


the firſt Day of February, in the firſt Year of 
his Majeſties Reign. 
And likewiſe the Judgment of the whole 


Kingdom of Scotland in their Parliament at 


G that 
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that Time fitting, is plain from the follows 
ing Proclamation, by them publiſhed the 
Third Day of February, 1648. vis, 

The Eſtates of Parliament conſidering, that 
for as much as the King's Majeſty, who late- 
ly reigned, was removed by violent Death, 
and that by the Lord's Bleſſing, there is left 
unto us a righteous Heir and lawful Suc- 
ceſlor, Charles Prince of Scotlund and Wales, 
now King of Great Britain France and Ire- * 
land. We the Eſtates of the Parllament of 
the Kingdom of Scotland, do therefore moſt 
unanimouſly and chearfully, in Recognition 
and Acknowledgment of his juſt Right, Title 
and Succeſſion, to the Crown of theſe King- 
doms, hereby Proclaim and Declare to all 
the World, that the ſaid Lord and Prince 
Charles, is, by the Providence of God, and 
by the lawful Right of undoubted Succeſſion, 
King of Great Britain, France and Ireland; 
whom all the Subjects of this Kingdom are 
bound humbly to Obey, Maintain and De- 
fend, with their Lives and Goods, againſt 
all deadly Enemies, as their only righteous 
Sovereign Lord and King, In Teſtimony of 
all which we the Parliament of the King- 
dom of Scotland, publiſh this our Acknow- 
ledgment of his juſt Right, Title and Suc- 
ceſſion to the Crown of theſe Kingdoms, at 
the Market Croſs at Edenburg, with all u- 
fual Solemnity in like Cafes ; and Ordain his 
i Royal 
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Royal Name, Portrait and Seal, to be uſed 
in the publick Writings, and Judicatures of 
this Kingdom, and in the Mint Houſe, as 
was uſually done in his Royal Predeceſſors, 
and command this Act to be proclaimed at 
all the Market Croſſes of the Royal Burghs, 
to be printed, that none may pretend Igno- 


rance. 
God Save King Charles II. 


As to the Evidence and Authority fehr 
Acts of Parliament, made even ſince th Me- 
formation, 

The firſt of Eliz, c. 2. declares that all 
Authority and Juriſdiction, Spiritual and 
Temporal, is derived from the King; ſure 
then the People have none, but what is de- 
rived from the Sovereign, and no good Pro- 
teſtant will queſtion the Truth and Authority 
of this Act, which is to this Day in force, 
and made in the Reign of that great and fa- 
mous Proteſtant Queen. 

The firſt of Fac. I. c. 1. declares that the 
King is our only Rightful Liege Lord and 
Sovereign : We do upon the Knees of our 
Heart Agnize conſtant Faith, Loyalty and 
Obedience to the King and his Royal Pro- 
geny, in this high Court of Parliament, 
where all the Body of the Realm is either in 
Perſon or by Repreſentation, and do Recog- 
nize, as we are bound by the Laws of God 

ö and 


L 20.4 
and Man, the Realm of England and the Im- 
perial Crown thereof, doth belong to him, by 
Inherent Birthright, and lawful and undoub- 
ted Succeſſion; and ſubmit and oblige our- 
ſelves, our Heirs and Poſterities for ever, un- 
til the laſt drop of our Bloods be ſpilt to his 
Rule; and beſeech the King to accept the 
ſame, as the firſt Fruits of our Loyalty and 
Faith to his Majeſty and his Poſterity for 
Ever. | | 
* p< by the Third of Fac. 1. c. 4. all Per-. 
fol are to Swear to defend the King to the | 
utmoſt of their Power, againſt all Conſpira- } 
cles and Attempts whatſoever, which ſhall or 
may be made againſt his Perſon, Crown or 
Dignity. 

By the Twelfth of Car. 2. c. 30. It is de- 
clared that by the undoubted and fundamental 
Laws of this Kingdom, neither the Peers of 
this Realm, nor the Commons, nor both to- 
gether in Parliament or out of Parliament, 
nor the People Collectively or Repreſentative- | 
Iy, nor any other Perfon whatſoever, ever 
had, have, hath, or ought to have any coer- | 
cive Power over the Kings of this Realm. 

And by the Thirteenth and Fourteenth of 
Car. 2. c. 3. it is declared that neither both, | 
or either of the Houſes of Parliament can, or 
lawfully may, raiſe or levy any Wer Offen- 
five or Defenſive againft his Majeſty, his 
Heirs or lawful Succeſlors; and it is by the 
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ſame Act enjoined and required, that an Oath 


be taken by every Peer of the Realm before 
he be capable to a& as Lieutenant or-deputy 
Lieutenant, and by every Commoner of En- 
gland before he be capable to a& as Lieute- 
nant or deputy Lieutenant, Officer or Soldier 
in the Militia; that it 1s not Lawful on any 
Pretence whatſoever to take Arms againſt the 


King. 


And by the Corporation Act, are not all 
Mayors, Aldermen, Common Council Men, 
and other Corporate Officers therein mention- 
ed to take the ſame Oaths? 

And by the Uniformity Act, are not all 
Eccleſiaſtical and other Perſons there deſcrib- 
ed, to Subſcribe to that Aſſertion, that it is 
not Lawful on any Pretence whatſoever to 
take Arms againſt the King ? 

And by a Scotch Act of Parliament made in 
the Reign of King Charles II. is it not very 
fully and expreſly declared thus, that the 
Kings of this Realm deriving their Power 
from God Almighty alone, do lineally ſuc- 
ceed thereto, according to the known Degrees 
of Proximity of Blood, which cannot be in- 
terrupted, ſuſpended, or diverted by any A& 
or Statute whatſoever, and that none can at- 
tempt to alter or divert the ſaid Succeſſion, 
without involving the Subjects of this King- 


dom in Perjury and Rebellion, and without 
expoſing them to all the fatal and dreadful 


Con ſe- 
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Conſequences of a civil War; do therefore, 


from a hearty and fincere Senſe of their Duty, | 
Recognize, Acknowledge and Declare, that 


the Right to the Imperial Crown of this 
Realm 1s, by inherent Right and the Nature 
of Monarchy, as well as by the fundamental 
and unalterable Laws of the Realm, tranſmit- 
ted and devolved by a lineal Succeſſion, accor- 


ding to the Proximity of Blood, and upon the | 
Death of the King or Queen, who actually 
Reigns, the Subjects of this Kingdom are bound 
by Law, Duty and Allegiance, to Obey the 


next immediate and lawful Heir, either Male 


or Female, upon whom the Right and Ad- 
miniſtration of the Government is immedi- 
ately devolved ; and that no difference in Re- | 


ligion, nor no Law, or Act of Parliament 
made, or to be made, can alter or divert the 
right of Succeſſion, and lineal Deſcent of the 
Crown, to the neareſt and lawful Heirs ac- 
cording to the Degrees aforeſaid; nor can ſtop 
or hinder them in the full, free and actual 
Adminiſtration of the Government, according 
to the Law of the Kingdom. Like as our 
Sovereign Lord, with Advice and Conſent of 


the ſaid Eſtates in Parliament, do declare it is | 
high Treaſon in any of the Subjects of this | 


Kingdom, by writing, ſpeaking, or any other 


manner of way, to endeavour the Alteration, | 


Suſpenſion or Diviſion, of the ſaid Right of 
Succeſſion, or the debarring the next lawful 
Succeſſor, 
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Sucoeſſor, from the immediate, actual, full 


and free Adminiſtration of the Government 
conform to the Laws of the Kingdom, and 
that all ſuch Attempts or Deſigns ſhall infer 
againſt them, the Pain of high Treaſon. 


MAGNA CHARTA fo much boaſted of 
in England, ſays c. 29. 


No Freeman ſhall be taken or impriſoned. 


or be diſſeized of his Freehold, or LH 
or free Cuſtom, or be outlaw'd or exil'd, 


any otherwiſe deſtroyed, nor will we 105 
upon him, nor condemn him, but by lawful 
Judgment of his Peers, or by the Laws of 
the Land; we will ſell to no Man, we will 
not deny, or defer to any Man, either Juſtice 


or Right. 


The King is a Freeman as much, at leaſt, 


vas any other, he has no Peer or Equal i in his 


Kingdom, no Law or Power but that of God 


| alone, can queſtion or coerce him; he has 


Lands, Tenements and Hereditaments, His 
Lands are called Patrimonium ſacrum Com. ſur. 
Lit. Sec. 3. Treaſon, Felony and other Pleas 
of the Crown are Propria cauſa Regis, and are 
tried and puniſhed in his Name, and by him 
alſo pardoned ; and all Fines and Forfeitures 
from thence accruing to his Crown can be 

remitted by none but the King. 
The Right of War and Peace, of making 
Lender Offenſive and Defenfive with foreign 
Princes 
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tia, and of making Officers by Sea and Land, 


and of coining Mony, are ſo many undoubt- 


ed Prerogatives of his Crown and kingly: Dig- 
nity. 

According . to our antient Laws he hath 
Authority and Juriſdiction over all Perſons 
within his Kingdom, Rex habet poteſtatem 
G. Juriſdictionem ſuper omnes qui in Regno 


ſuo ſunt, ſaith Bracton, for as to what relates 
to Juriſdiction and Peace, they appertain to 
none but the Kingly Dignity alone, to which | 


alſo, ſays he, all coercion and puniſhing of 


Delinquents belongs: His Words are theſe ea | 


que ſunt Furiſdiftions & pacis ad nullum 


hertinent, niſi ad Regiam Dignitatem, habet 


etiam Coercionem ut delinguentes puniat G. 
Coerceal. 


And as he is the Fountain: of all Titles and 4 


Honours. within his Dominions, ſo he is as 


far above all thoſe who receive their Titles 


and Honours from him, as they are, by virtue 
of thoſe high Titles and Dignities above the 
Commons, where then is his Equal or Peer 


in the Kingdom? If there be none, as moſt | 


certainly there is not, by whom then, accord- 
ing to this Magna Charta, ſhall he be tried, 
condemn'd, unheard, diſſeized of his Freehold, 
Liberties, Prerogatives, free Cuſtoms, or be 
outlawed, exil'd, attainted, or any other- 
wiſe deſtroyed ; or who hath any colour of 
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Right, without a direct Breach of the poſi- 
tive Commandment of God, to ſet a Price on 
his Innocent Head, thereby to encourage a 
willful and a moſt deteſtable Murder, for no 
other Reaſon, but becauſe he is the only true 
Heir, therefore he muſt be killed, and his 
Inheritance ſeized on, and given to Aliens 
and Strangers, (who doubtleſs would take it 
very ill to be fo ſerved themſelves in their 


own Country) as if the horrid Murther of 


his Royal Grandfather King Charles I. The 
Baniſhment and Sufferings of the then Royal 
Family, the Rye-houſe Plot, and the ſeveral 
other Plots, Conſpiracies and Rebellions, fo- 
mented and raiſed againſt the Kings, his Royal 
Uncle and Father, Charles and Fames Il. were 


* ſuch meritorious Deeds in the Eyes of God 


and Man, that nothing but the adding there- 
to, the Murther of this young King James III. 
the only Engliſh Born Prince of the Blood 
Royal now Alive, could compleat the Glory 
of ſuch pious Doings, 

Or muſt the King be in a far worſe Con- 
dition, than the meaneſt of his Subjects, be- 
cauſe. he is the common Father of all? And 


| becauſe that of all the Princes now living, 


he is the moſt eminently endowed, with all 
manner of Chriſtian and Moral Virtues, and 
with all other Royal Qualifications of Mind, 
and Body, fit to make a Prince and People com- 
pleatly Happy, and is ſo eſteemed by all Ew- 
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rope, except thoſe alone, who ſtand moſt in 
need, of late Years, of the good Example 
and edifying Practice, among them, of ſuch 
Princely Perfections; and who placing all 
their Godlineſs in Gain, mike Iniquity their 
Law and Cruelty their Mercy, | 
But is that doing as they would be done 
by 2 Is it rendring to Ceſar the Things that 
are Ceſer's, while they ſhould reſerve to God 
what is God's? Or is it not rather flying in 
God's and Ceſar's Face, and bidding defiance 
to- both at the ſame Time ? And yet all un- 
der the., artful Veil and Maſk of Religion, 
though true Religion forbide the doing Good 
that Evil may come of it, much more to do 
Evil that greater Hurt may come on'r, 

I ſhall now paſs from fo much of our an- 
tient Fundamental Laws and Statutes, to the 
declared ſettled Opinion of the moſt celebra- 
ted Divines of the Church of England in this 
Caſ{k;,: before the Revolution of 1688. 

And firſt, what the great Uſher Primate of 
all Ireland, ſays in his Treatiſe, intitled the | 
Power communicated by God to the Prince, 
and the Obedience required of the Subjects. 
Pag. 157. Lond. Edit. 1683. 
God's Word ſays he, is cleat in the Point, 
whoever reſiſteth the Power, (meaning the 
Power of God to Kings, by whom they 
Reign) reſiſteth the Ordinance of God, and 
they that reſiſt it, ſhall receive to themſelves | 
$2 C1 Damnation, 
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Damnation, by which Sentence, continues 
this greit Man, a neceſſity is impoſed upon 
us of being Subjects, even for Conſcience 
ſake, which may not be avoided by the pre- 
tence of any enſuing Miſchief whatloever, 

Dr, Fackſon Tom. 3. p. 965. ſays, he that 
is King or ſupreme Magiſtrate, by juſt and 
lawful Title, may not be thus reliſted, albeit, 


he exerciſes his Power Tyrannically. 


And Archbiſhop Bramball affirms, that the 
ſame Oath which binds us to defend the 


King againſt all Attempts whatfoever ; not 


only requires we ſhould in no way offend 
him, bur alſo preſuppoſeth that no Attempt 
againſt his Perſon, Crown or Dignity, can 
be juſtified by Law ;, and that if a Sovereign 
ſhall perſecute his Subje&s for not doing his 
unjuſt Commands, yet it is not Lawful to 
reſiſt, by raiſing Arms againſt him: They 
that reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves Dam- 
nation. 

Biſhop Sanderſon Fol. 522. declares, that 
no conjuncture of Circumſtances whatſoever 
can make that expedient to be done at any 
Time, that is of itſelf, and in its kind, unlaw- 
ful : For a Man to Blaſpheme the holy 
Name of God, to ſacrifice to Idols; to give 
wrong Sentence 1n Judgment, by his Power 
to oppreſs thoſe that are not able to with- 
ſtand him, by ſubtilty to over-reach others 
in Bargaining, to take up Arms Offenſive or 
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Defenſive againſt a lawful Sovereign : None 
of theſe Things, being all of them ſingly, 
and de toto genere Unlawful, may be done 
by any Man at any Time, in any Caſe, upon 
any Colour or Pretence whatſoever. Not 
at the Inſtance of any Friend, or Command 
of any Power upon Earth, nor for the Main- 
tenance of the Lives or Liberties, either 
of ourſelves or others, nor for the Defence 


of Religion, nor for the Preſervation of the 


Church and State, no nor yet, if that could 
be imagined poſlible, for the Salvation of 
a Soul, nor the Redemption of the whole 
World. | 

Now as nothing can be fuller or ſtrong- 
er, than what this Prelate here affirms ; fo 
Dr. Turner, Biſhop of Fly, in his Sermon, 
preached before the Lord Mayor and Court 
of Aldermen, at Guild ball London, the Twen- 
ty Sixth Day of January, 1684. gives good 
Reaſon for it, ſaying the Patient Chriſtian 
cannot but Condemn thoſe, who under the 
Pretence of defending their Rights or Reli- 
gion, reſiſt lawful Authority, it being a Blaſ. 
phemy againſt the divine Wiſdom and Pow- 
er, to ſuppoſe God can ever ſtand in need of | 
our Sins, vis. Rebellion and Reſiſtance, to 
bring to paſs his moſt glorious Defigns, he 
then in whom the Virtue of Patience dwel- 
leth, keeps due Regard to the Commands laid 
upon him, to ſubmit himſelf to the ſupreme 


Power; 
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Power; and he dares not lift up his Hand 


againſt the Lord's Anointed, or levy War 


upon the moſt plauſible Account whatſoever; 
nay to him it cannot but ſeem a Wonder, 
that the Doctrine of Reſiſtance ſhould have 
gone down fo glibly with any who have 
read the New Teſtament, and are Baptized in 
the Chriſtian Faith. 

There is, ſays he, an univerſal abſolute 


Command in holy Scripture laid upon all 


Chriſtians, to be Subjects to the ſupreme 
Power in all Cafes. Now nothing is plain- 
er than that, if we be required to be ſubject 


in all Caſes, Reſiſtance in any Caſe will be 


Sinful. Let every Soul be ſubject to the 
higher Powers, to which Chriſtian Precept 
there is no Exception to be found for any, 
in any inſtance, from one end of the Chri- 


ſtian Inſtitution to the other. 


Subjection, continues he, is a Duty, than 
which there is hardly any oftner repeated in 
the Chriſtian Law, ſo as we cannot plead 
Ignorance of it, it is preſſed with ſuch evi- 
dence of Reaſon, that cuts off all pretence of 
evading it. It is ſet down in ſuch plain, ea- 
ſy, and full Expreſſions, as that there can 
be no colour to doubt about the right under- 
ſtanding of it. The holy Scripture gives 
Permiſſion no more to the People collected 
in one Body, to rebel, than it does to each 
of them by himſelf ſingly conſidered. 9 

Chri- 
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Chriſtian in all Circumſtances is required to 
conform to the Laws of the ſupreme Autho- 
rity, if they have no repugnavcy to God's 
Law, and to ſuffer patiently where Obedience 
would be a Sin, 

Mr. Chillingworth Fol. 330. London Edi- 
tion, ſays, they that make no Scruple art all 
of fighting with his ſacred Majeſty, and 


ſhooting Muſquets and Ordinance at him, 


to the extreme hazzard of his ſacred Perſon, 
whom they have not the ſkill to diſtinguiſh 


from a Subject, and whom by all poſſible Ob- 


ligations they are bound to defend; and in no 
way to offend, do they know think you? 
The general Rule without Exception or Li- 
mitation, left by the Holy Ghoſt for our 
direction in all ſuch Caſes? Who can lift up 
his Hand agaiuſt the Lord's Anointed, and 
be Innocent. 1 Samuel 26. 9. Or do they 
conſider his Commands in the Proverbs of 
Solomon, My ſon fear God and the King, 
and medale not with them that deſire change. 
Prov. 24. 21. Or his Council in the Book 
of Eccleſiaſtes, I Council thee to keeps, the 
Kings commandment, and in that regard of 
the Oath of God. Eccl. 8, 2. Or becauſe they 
poſſibly may pretend that they are exempted 
from, or unconcerned in the Commands of 
Obedience, delivered in the Old Teſtament, 
do they know, or remember the Precepts 
given to all Chriſtians by St. Peter, Submit 


your- 
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yourſelves to every ordinance of Man, for the 
Lord's ſake, whether it be to the King as 
Supreme, or unto Governors, as unto them 
that are ſent by Him 2 Or that terrible San- 
ction of the ſame Command: They that re- 
ſiſt ſhall receive to themfelves Damnation, 
left us by St. Paul in his Epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans, who then were the miſerable Subjects 
of the worſt King, the worſt Man, nay, I 
think I may add truly the worſt Beaſt in the 
World, that ſo all Rebels Mouths might be 
ſtop'd for ever, and left without all Colour 
or Pretence whatſoever, to juſtify the Reſi- 
ſtance of Sovereign Power. 2 
Mr. Hooker, Page 49. 90. London Edition, 
r gays, there is a ſupreme Head of Juſtice where- 
unto all are ſubject, but itſelf. in Subjection 
to none: Which kind of Pre- eminence if 
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ſome ought to have in a Kingdom, who but 
the King ſhall have it? Kings therefore no ji 
Man can have lawful Power and Authority | 
to judge: If private Men offend, there is the 
Magiſtrate over them, which judgeth, if 
e they have their Prince: If Prin- 
ces, there is Heaven, a Tribunal before which 


* 
* 


they ſhall appear: On Earth they are not 
accountable to any. | 


The Biſhop of Bath and Wells, in his Ser- Fo 
mon, preached the Fifth of November 1681. 
Page 11. Cries out, Is he not the Vicege- ] 
rent of God? Wherever therefore his Sove- i 
| | reign ; 
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reign the Almighty has not prevented him 
by any precedent Commands, there he has a 
Right and Liberty to put forth his : In theſe 
Caſes to expect an active chearful Obedi- 
ence, and that we ſhould in no Caſe, and for 
no Reaſon reſiſt : Becauſe Reſiſtance is as un- 
juſtifiable in its Riſe, as it 1s moſt perniciouſly 
Fatal in its Conſequence. 

The famous Dr. Burnet, in his Vindica- 


tion of the Authority, Conſtitution, and 


Laws of the Church and State of Scotland, 
printed at Glaſcow in 1673. Page 41. 42. 
ſays, that it is not only the Doctrine of the 
Church of England but of the Church of 
Scotland, and of all Chriſtian Churches. — 
And that the Sovereign is the Miniſter of 
God for Good, ſo that he corrupts his Pow- 
er groſly, when he purſues not that Deſign, 
but in that he is only accountable to God, 
whoſe Miniſter he is. And this muſt hold 
Good, except you give us good Ground to 
believe, that God hath given Authority to 
the Subjects to call him to account for his 
Truſt, but if that be not made appear, then 
he muſt be left to God, who did impower 
him, and therefore can only coerce him : As 
one having his Power from a King, is accoun- 
table to none for the Adminiſtration of it but 


to the King, or to thoſe on whom the King 


ſhall devolve it : So except it be proved, that 
God had warranted Subjects to call their So- 
| vereign 
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reign to Account, he being God's Miniſter, 


mult only be anſwerable to him. 

And here I ſhall add one thing, ſays the 
Gave Author, which all Caſuits 019 a ſafer 
Rule in Matters that are doubtful, (whereas 
in this Caſe there is none) that we ought to 
follow that (ide of the doubt, which is freeſt 
from hazzard. Here then Damnation 1s the 
ſeeming hazzard of Reſiſtance, therefore ex- 


cept, upon as clear Evidence you prove the 


danger of abſolute Submiſſion to. be of the 
ſame Nature, that it may ballance the other, 
the abſolute Submiſſion as being the ſecureſt, 
is to be followed. 

The ſame Doctor in his Sermon, 0 
at Guild hall, London; ſays, bleſſed be God, 


* our Church hates and condemns the Doctrine 


of Reſiſtance, from what Hand ſoever it comes, 
and hath eſtabliſhed the Rights and Autho- 
thority of Princes, on ſure unalterable Foun- 
dations, enjoyning an intire Obedience to all 
the lawful Commands of Authority, and an 
abſolute Submiſſion to that ſupreme Power 
God hath put in our Sovereign's Hands, 
This Doctrine we juſtly glory in, and if any 
that had their Baptiſm and Education in our 
Church, have turn'd Renegades from this, 
they prove no leſs Enemies to the Church 
herſelf, than to the civil Authority, ſo that 
their Apoſtacy leaves no blame on our 
Church. 
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That there is ſuch a Submiſſion fays Dr. 
Sharp Archbiſhop of York, in his Sermon 
preached before the Houſe of Lords on the 
Thirtieth of January, p. 19. due from all 
Subjects to the ſupreme Authority of the 
Place where they live,” as ſhall tye up their 
Hands from oppoſing or reſiſting it by force, 
1s evident from the very nature and ends of 
political Society, And J dare ſay there is | 
not that Country upon Earth, let the form of 
their Government be what it will (abſolute | 
Manarchy, legal Monarchy, Ariſtocracy or 
Common-wealth) where this is not part of 
the Conſtitution ; Subjects mult obey paſſivelyß 
where they cannot obey actively, otherwiſe 
the Government would be precarious, and 
the publick Peace at the Mercy of every mal- 
content, and a Door would be ſet open to 
all the Inſurrections, Rebellions and Treaſons 
in the World, nor 1s it only a State Do- 
ctrine, but the Doctrine alſo of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and that, a neceſſary indiſpenſable one too, as 
ſufficiently appears from thoſe famous Words 
of St. Paul, Rom. 13. 1. 2. which are ſo plain, 
that they need no Comment. Let every Sou! 
be ſubject to the higher powers, for there is 
no power but of God, and the powers that 
be, are ordained of God, whoſoever therefore | 
refifteth the power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of 
God, and they that refift ſhall receive to them- | 
ſelves Damnation, So that as long as this 
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Text ſtands in our Bibles, the Doctrine of 
Non- reſiſtance or paſſive Odedience, muſt be 
of Obligation to all Chriſtians. 

From all which fundamental principles of 


| — Law and Goſpel of the Land, ſo directly 


poſitively forbidding all manner of Re- 
Alkane againſt the Perſon, Crown and Dig- 
nity of the lawful Soverign, under no leſs 
Penalty in Subjects than high Treaſon by 
Law, and by Goſpel: Doctrine, than Damna- 


tion : I draw, and "bby the Foundation of my 


Plea and Defence, and prove that during the 
whole courſe of my Life, to the beſt of my 
Underſtanding, I have on all offered Occa- 
ſions, acted as ſtrictly conform to thoſe Chri- 
ſlian and civil Rules of the antient heredi- 


tary and monarchical Conſtitution 1 am born 


ſubject to, as any one whatever, without e- 
ver o much as once, even in my private 
Thought, ſwearving from the Duty and Al 
legiance I owe to my only true, — and 
lawful Engliſh Born Monarch. And there- 


fore hope to ſtand fully and clearly acquitted 


and diſcharged, even in the Opinion of my 
very Acculers themſelves, of all imputation 
of Treaſon and treaſonable Practices, of what 
kind or nature ſoever, as I am moſt unfairly 
and unnaturally charged with at this Time, 
in your Indictment. 

That I am a natural born Subject of the 


Imperial Crown of Great - Britain, is what I 
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both own, and value myſelf upon; and as I 
take it to be an indiſpenſable Duty upon all 
ſuch Subjects, as well by the never erring 
Laws of God, as by the ancient fundamen- 
tal Laws of the Monarchy; herein before 
quoted, not only, not to riſe in Arms them- 
felves, nor aid, aſſiſt, invite, {et up, or abet, 
any forreign Prince, Power, Prelate or Po- 
tentate on any Account, Colour or Pretence, 
whatſoever; to the Hurt, Wrong, Removal 
or Prejudice, of the lawful King, and his true 
Heir ; but even to defend his royal Perſon, 
Rights and Dignity, againſt all forreign In- 
vaſion and domeſtick Rebellion, and againſt 
all Attempts and Conſpiracies whatſoever, 
with their Lives and Fortunes, 'til the laſt 
drop of their Blood be ſpilt, according to 
1 Fac. 1. And that none but the King alone, 
can ſo much as pretend to diſpence or diſ- 
charge them from this eſſential Obligation, 
whatever ſome People may conceit to them- 
-leives to the ch] ·V᷑ 7/7. 
So it cannot be denied, but that King 
James II. the only ſurviving Brother and 
undoubted Heir of King Charles II. who 
died without lawful Iſſue of his own Body; 
and then alſo the only ſurviving Son of King 
Charles I. was at, and before the Time of 
the unnatural and dear bought Revolution of 
1688. ſupreme, true, natural and undoubted 
Sovereign Lord and King of W 
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Kingdoms, both by an unqueſtionable here- 
ditary Right in the immediate lineal Courſe 
of - Succeſſion, by actual Poſſeſſion of the 
Crown and exerciſe of the Government, and 
by a general Recognition of the whole Mo- 
narchy, who had tworn. Faith and true AL 
legiance to him, his Heirs and lawful Suc- 
ceſſors, according to the plain ſence and com- 
mon acceptation and meaning of the Words 
of the Oaths by them then taken, without 
any Equivocation, Evaſion or mental Reſer- 
vation whatloever, and according to the true 
intent and meaning of the Laws and Statutes 
then in Force, requiring the ſaid Oath to be 
ſo taken, by every one in his Station, High 
and Low, whereof I myſelf was one, havin 
had the Honour to bear a Commiſſion in his 
Majeſties Service, receive his Pay and eat his 
Mag 0% 17» 262-379; 25 
This being the true State of my Caſe, who 
by a ſtedfaſt adherence to my Principles, and 
the Practice of what they required, have 
hitherto avoided as much the Scandal, as the 
Guilt of Ingratitude, Perjury, and diſloyalty, 
by not only not offending my lawful Prince 
in any wiſe, but by ſtudying, to the utmoſt 
of my Power, how and wherein to aſſiſt and 
defend him againſt all Enemies whatſoever, 
from the performance of which Chriſtian and 
civil active Duty, I know no Power on Eirth 
that can or could abſolve or acquit me, with- 
our 
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out the actual Leave or Reſignation of the 
King himſelf, to whom alone it is due; much 
leſs can, or could thoſe Laws and Oaths 
made, by unqueſtionable Sovereign lawful 
Authority, which enjoin and require ſuch 
performance of Duty, be repealed abrogated ; 

ſuſpended or altered by, or under a leſs So- 
vereign lawful Authority, than they firſt re- 
ceived their Force and Sanction from, viz. 


the Call and Aſſent of the lawful hereditary 


King in being: , Otherwiſe the Conſtitution 
— ſtand upon a very ſandy and ſlippery 
Foundation, and be in a. perpetual State of 
uncertainty, depending on the unſettled Hu- 
mors and various. Tempers of every ambitious 
and reſtleſs ſelf deſigning Faction, who would 
allow nothing. well done, but what ſhould 
be of their own coining and directing, tho' 
that of all others, the very worſt and moſt 
deſtructive. Example, the Fleetwoods, the Lam- 
berts, the FJundto at We minſter, and other 
contending Parties and devouring Factions, 
raging in England after the Death of Oliver 
Cromwell, and the laying aſide his Two Sons, 
Richard and Henry, until the. happy -Reſto- 
ration of the Royal Line, in the gracious Per- 
ſon of King Charles II. putting an end to all 
their Diviſions, and the Nations Diſtracti- 
ons, brought Quiet, Peace and Mercy, e- 
ven to the greateſt Offenders, into the King- 
dom. | 

I 
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39 
- If then I have neither tranſgreſſed the an- 
tient fundamental Law of my Country, broke 
the Oaths appointed by them, betray'd or de- 
ſerted tny natural Prince, or joined with his 
Enemies at Home- or Abroad ; whom have 
I committed Treaſon againſt ?- And by what 
Title, Claim or Authority, can any, but my 
true lawful hereditary King pretend to my 
Allegiance, or expe& Faith, Duty or Obe- 


dience from me, if the Authority of the a- 


bove cited Laws and Goſpel be of any 
Weight ? If it be not of Weight, why is 1t 
nor ſo declared? And why do we make ſuch 
a noiſe about the Authority of our Laws and 
Gaſpel 2 And cry out againſt all other break- 
ers and contemners of thein, but ourſelves ? 
Or are the Subjects of the Crown of Great- 
Britain ſo unhappy as to owe Two natural 
Allegiance, the one to their true natural and 
lau ful Sovereign, whom they know and own ; 
and the other unknown to themſelves, to A- 
liens and Strangers, whom they never knew, 
owned, or had any manner of Commerce 
with or Obligation to, or dependence of, in 
the whole Courſe of their Lives, and whoſe 


pretence to any ſuch Allegiance, in theſe 
Kingdoms, during the Being of the lawful 


hereditary King, is as odious to God, Juſtice, 
and our original Conſtitution, as their Lan- 
guage, Manners, Ways and Cuſtoms are For- 
relgo, Savage, and Unedifying to a moſt Po- 
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lite and Chriſtian People; or muſt a free 
Born People be robbed, even of their very 
Wills and Inclinations, and their Hearts, 
Minds and Allegiance diſpoſed of, wich all 
they have in the World beſides, at the arbi- 
trary Will and Pleaſure of Others, even with- 
out their own Knowledge and Conſent, and 
contrary to all the Laws of God and Man in 
Being, or ſuffer as Rebels and Traytors, if 
they don't yield to ſuch violent and arbitrary 
Impoſitions and Doings ? 

Or can a ſelf creating Convention or Hoc 
eſt Parliamentum give that to another, which 
far from having any Right to themſelves, is 
as Subjects, no leſs a Crime in them, in re- 
ference to the lawful Sovereign, than high 
Treaſon, and 1n reference to thoſe of their 
fellow Chriſtians and Subjects, who ſuffer for 
a faithful diſcharge of their Duty in aſſerting 
the royal Intereſt, than the greateſt injuſtice 
that can be done by Man to Man; nor is 
the Acceptor in this Caſe free from Guilt and 
Sin, when he willingly and knowingly puts 
himſelf at the head of notorious evil doers, 
and thereby poſlefſes what he knows to be the 
undoubted Right, of his much better and 
honeiter Neighbor. 

By no means : If we believe the Autho- 
rity of an Act of Parliament, made when the 
horrid and facrilegious Effects of a truly un- 
natyral and bloody Rebellion was * to 

their 


Ea 
their dear Coſts, in every Bodies Memory, 
and when the Minds of the People being 
more calm, and their Sences recovered, were 
themſelves the more ſuſceptible of Reaſon, 
and capable of diſcerning Right from Wrong, 
and therefore beſt knew how to ſettle by that 
tive Law, to this Day in force, a ſtand- 
ing Rule from thence after, for them and their 
Poſterity to go by, leaſt through Ignorance, 


Inadvertancy, Pride, Malice, Ambition or o- 


ther unwarrantable Motives, they or any of 
them, ſhould ever ſplit upon the ſame or like 


Rocks of Rebellion again, to their own and 


the Church and State's inevitable Ruin, and 
yet by the by, this Statute does but declare 
1n expreſs Words, what the Laws of England 
always have been, and ought to be, in the 
Caſe, vis. 

That neither the Peers of this Realm, nor 
the Commons, .nor both together in Parlia- 
ment, nor out of Parliament, nor the People 
colle&ively, or repreſentatively, nor any o- 
ther Perſons whatſoever, ever had, have, hath 
or ought to have, any coercive Power over 
the King of this Realm. 

And that, if all Authority and Juriſdiction, 
Spiritual and Temporal, be derived from the 
King as the firſt of Elisabeth declares, where 
then have the People any, but what 1s con- 

veyed to them from the Sovereign, for his 
own and his Kingdom's Good and Safety, and 
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not with deſign it ſhould be turned to his 
Hurt, Wrong or Damage. 
And if as 1 Fac, 1, declares we are bound 
by the Laws of God and Man to own that 
the Realm of England and the Imperial Crown 
thereof, doth belong to him by inherent 
Birth-right, and. lawful and undoubted Suc- 
ceſſion, aud that the Subjects Submiſſion for 
themſelves and their Poſterity, is for ever due 
by that Act, to the King's Rule, until the 
laſt drop of their Blood be ſpilt, as the firſt 
Fruits of their Loyalty and Faith to his Ma- 
jeſty and his Poſterity for ever. 
And that by the 3 Fac. 1. all Perſons (with- 
out Diſtinction or Exception) are to defend 
the King to the utmoſt of their Power, againſt 
all Conſpiracies and Attempts whatſoever, 
which ſhall or may be made againſt his Per- 
ſon, Crown, or Dignity. 
And that by the {aid Militia Act neither 
both or either of the Houſes of Parliament 
can. or lawfully may raiſe or levy any War, 
Offenitve or Defenſive,” againft his | Majeſty, 
his Heir or lawful Succeſſor; and that by 
the ſame Act, it be enjoined that every Peer 
and Commoner of the Realm, before he be 
capable to act as Lieutenant, or deputy Lieu- 
- tenant, or as Officer, or Soldier in the Mili- 
tia, do take an Oath that it is not lawful on 
any pretence whatſoever to take Arms againſt 
the King. | Leid bas 
And 
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And that by the ſaid Corporation Act all 
Mayors, Aldermen, Common Council-men 
and others therein mentioned, be to take the 
ſame Oath, and are Honeſt and Chriſtians 
enough to keep it. | 

And that by the ſaid uniformity Act, all 
eccleſiaſtical Perſons, e*c. are to ſubſcribe to 
that Aſſerſion, that it is not Lawful on any 
pretence whatſoever, to take Arms againſt 


' the King. A 


And that all or moſt of the ſaid Acts d 
expreſly agree, that the Kings of this Realm 
derive their Power from God Almighty a- 
lone, and do lineally ſucceed thereto accor- 
ding to the known Degrees of Proximity of 
Blood, and that the ſame canuot be interrup- 
ted, ſuſpended or diverted, out of that Chan- 
nel, by any Act or Statute made or to be 
made, without involving the Subjects of the 
Kingdom in Perjury and Rebellion. 

And that upon the Death of the lawful 
King or Queen in Being, the Subjects be 
bound, by Law, Duty and Allegiance, to 


obey the next immediate lawful Heir, upon 


whom the Right and Adminiſtration of Go- 
vernment is immediately devolved, and that 
no difference, even in Religion, can bar or 
hinder him, from the full, free, and actual 
Adminiſtration of the Government, and that 
it be Treaſon to attempt it. 
| F - And 
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And that all the eminent Teachers and 
Preachers of the eſtabliſhed Goſpel herein 
before named, with innumerable others, too 
many to be quoted, be of the ſame ſettled 
Opinion, and that it be alſo the plain Do- 
ctrine of the holy Scripture ; and likewiſe 
what every private Man, making 1t his own 
Caſe, would have done and practiſed in his 
own Family, Eſtate and Affairs, whatever 
the Prejudice of Education or corruption of 
Principle may lead him to judge otherwiſe 1n 
the Caſe of his lawful Sovereign, 

How could all or any of the natural Born 
Subjects of the Imperial Hereditary Crown 
of theſe Kingdoms, take upon them to with- 
draw the active Obedience, Faith and Alle- 
glance they owed to their ſupreme, true, na- 
tural and undoubted lawful Monarch King 
_ II. of moſt pious and truly glorious 
Memory, and by entring into Aſſociations, 
and Confederacies againſt him, undermine 
diſturb and ſhake off his Government, and 
the more effectually to exeecute their Purpoſes 
therein, invite a Forreigner at the Head of 
Fourteen Thouſand armed Dutch, to invade 
the Kingdom and coerce the lawful Sovereign, 
then deſert to, join with, and powerfully aſ- 
ſiſt the Invader at Home and Abroad, by Sea 
and Land, againſt the lawful King, and all 
that aided, obeyed, or aſſiſted him, and by 
ſuch an ungenerous, as well as unnatural - | 

nera 
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neral Defe&ion, abandon, fell and ſacrifice, 


their Prince to his, and the Nations Ene- 
mies, who forgetting the Reſpect they owed 
him, had the Inſolence (within his own 
Kingdom) not only to ſend him a Meſſage 
at a moſt unſeaſonable Hour at Night, when 
it was known he was in Bed, and faſt a 
Sleep in his own Royal Pallace, which Meſ- 
ſage was delivered to him, with a rudeneſs 
* ſuitable to the Times, to be gone from his 
Pallace by Six of the Clock the next Morn- 
ing, if he regarded his own Safety ; but alſo 
forced his Engliſh Guards, at the ſame Time, 
from all their Poſts about the Pallace, and 
placed Dutch Men in their room, (to the 
Honour and Credit of the Engliſh Nation) 
that the King might thereby be ſtript of all 
means of Defence, and neceſſitated either to 
withdraw and fave himſelf from Dutch Mer. 
cenaries, or by ſtaying, be dewitted, or un- 
dergo no leſs tragical a Fate than his Royal 
Father, whoſe Example he having before his 
Eyes, and knowing what little diſtance there 
is between the Priſon of a King, in his own 
Dominions, and his Grave, was more than 
ſufficient to inſtru& him what Meaſures to 
take in that Caſe, eſpecially after the Inva- 
der had refuſed all reaſonable Terms of com- 
ing to a' fair and amicable Underſtanding, 
and had the Modeſty to impriſon the Earl 
of Feverſham a Peer of the Realm, __ 
| 0 
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of the firſt Troop of his Majeſties Life 
Guards, and Lieutenant General of his 
Forces, ſent to him to Windſor, by the King, 
graciouſly to invite him to St. Fames's Houle, 
one of his Majeſties Pallaces, at that Time 
fitted and prepared for his Reception, - at his 
 Mzjeſties Colt and ſpecial Direct ion. 

What Name to give ſuch Treatment, or 
how Glorious, Duriful and Juſt it was in a 
Nephew and Son in Law, to act ſuch a Part, 
without any Provocation or previous decla- 
ration of War, or any manner of Complaint 
made, of any Injury or Wrong done him, in 
Perſon or Intereſt, by the lawful Monarch, 
his Unckle and the Father of his Wife, 
whom, as {uch, the Laws of God and Na- 
ture oblidged him to Honour and Reſpect, 
and all this in the midſt of a profound ſet- 
fled Peace and mutual Friendſhip between 
them, ſound and ſincere on his Majeſties 
Part, tho' hallow and treacherous (Dutch 
like) on the other, I am to ſeek. . 
The King thus betrayed and abandoned, 
by thoſe of his Subjects, he had moſt reaſon 
to expect a contrary Behavior from, if the 
higheſt Marks of Favour, Profit and Truſt, 
royal Bounty could beſtow, could be of any 
Weight, beſides the Ties of Duty and Alle— 
glance to faſten them to him, was driven in 
the manner beforementioned, under a Duteb 
Guard, from his Pallace of White-hall to Ra- 
wt | cheſter, 
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cbeſter, whence” he - moſt happily made his 
Eſcape, from ſuch Keepers into France,” there 
to ſeek Sanctuary for his Perſon, Bread for 
his Family, and at laſt a Grave for his ve- 
nerable gray Hairs, and royal Bones to be 
buryed in. 

His Rebel Subjes at Home, in Jeflancs 
and direct oppoſition to all the fundament il 
Laws and Statutes then in force in the King- 


dom, by their Sic volumus, and the help of 


the. Invader, make themſelves Judges, Par- 
ties, Juries, Witneſſes and Pleaders, and then 
in a Convention met, declaring their forced 
away Monarch in the manner aforeſaid, to 
have, by eſcaping a more: cruel” Fate among 
them, abdicated his Throne, and they de- 
claring it thereby vacant, take upon them to 
fill it with the Perſons of the Invader and his 
Conſort, without ſo much as conſulting the 
lawful King. or ſending to know what he had 
to ſay for himſelf in the matter; and fo the 
King is convicted and condemned, without any 
Tryal or law ful Judgment of his Peers, and 


1s diſſeized of his freehold Liberties and free 


Cuſtoms, nay exiled, outlawed and deſtroyed, 
and his Inheritance given to Strangers; to * 
and his immediate true Heir, James, Prince 
of Wales, now the only rightful and undoub- 
ted lawful King of Great Britain's utter Ex- 


cluſion, as far as in the nullity of ſuch a ſelf 


aſſuming Authority lies. 
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But do theſe who ſo daringly and audaci- 
ouſly violate Magna Charta, and all the Fun- 
damentals of our antient Conſtitution, con- 
ſider that in the Second Chapter of the Con- 
firmation of the Liberties of England, made 
the Thirty Fifth Year of Edward J. it is ſaid, 
that if any Judgment be given from thence 
forth, contrary to the Points of the Charter 
aforeſaid, by the Juſtice, or by any other, 


G. againſt the Points of the Charters, it ſhall ' 


be undone, and holden for nought? « 

And do they conſider the dreadful Curſe 
and Sentence ſolemnly denounced, ſo early as 
Henry III. Time, againſt the Breakers of the 
great Charter, inſerted in our antient Statute 
Book though omitted in our modern ones, in 
the following Words, viz. In the Year of our 
Lord 1253. the Third Day of May, in the 
great Hall of the King at Weſtminſter, in the 
Preſence, and by Aſſent of the Lord Henry, 
by the Grace of God, King of England, and 
the Lord Richard, Earl of Cornwall, his Bro- 
ther, Roger Bigot, Earl of Norfolk and Suf- 
Folk, Marſhal of England; Humphry, Earl of 
Hereford ;, Henry, Earl of Oxford; Fobn, 
Earl of Warren, and other Eſtates of the 
Realm of England. William Bonifacc, by the 
Mercy of God Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Pri- 


mate of England; F. of London, H. of Eh, 


S. of Worceſter, E. of Lincoln, V. of Norwich, 
G. of Hereford, W. of Saliſbury, V. of Dur- 
| bam, 
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ham, R. of Exeter, M. of Carliſle, F. of Bath, 


E. of Rocheſter, T. of St. David, Biſhops ap- 


parelled in Pontificals, with Tapers burning; 
againſt the Breakers of the Church Liberties, 
and of the Liberties or other Cuſtoms of the 
Realm of England, and namely of thoſe which 
are contained in the Charter of the common 
Liberties of England. and Charter of the Foeſt; 
have denounced the Sentence of Excommu— 
nication in his Form. By the Authority of 
Almighty God, the Father, the Son and Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, and of the glorious Mother of God, 
and perpetual Virgin Mary of the bleſſed A- 
poſtles, Peter and Paul; and of all Apoſt les, 
and of all Martyrs, of bleſſed Edward, King 
of England, and of all the Saints of Heaven: 
We Excommunicate, Accurſe, and from the 
Benefits of our holy Mother the Church, We 
Sequeſter all thoſe, that hereafter willing! 
and malitiouſly, deprive or ſpoil the Church 
of her Right; and all thoſe, that by any 
Craft or Wilineſs, do violate, break, dimi- 
niſh or change the Church Liberties and 
free Cuſtoms, contained inthe Charters of the 
common Liberties and of the Foreſt ; granted 
by our Lord the King, to Archbiſhops, Bi- 
ſhops, and other Prelates of England; and 
likewiſe to the Earls, Barons, Kaights, and 
other Freeholders of the Realm : And all that 
ſecretly or openly, by Deed, Word or Coun- 
cil, do make Statutes, or obſerve them being 
| G made, 
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made, and that bring in Cuſtoms or keep 


them, when they be brought in, againſt the 
{aid Liberties, or any of them; the Writer, 


the Law-makers, Counſellors, and the Exe- 


cutioners of them, and all thoſe that ſhall 
preſume to judge againſt them. All and which 
Perſons before-mentioned, that willingly ſhall 
commit any of the Premiſſes, let them well 
know, that they incur the foreſaid Sentence, 


 (ipſo facto) id eſt (upon the Deed done) and. 


thoſe thit commit cught ignorantly, and be 
admoniſhed, except they reform themſelves, 
within Fifteen Days after the Time of their 
Admonition, and make full Satisfaction for 
that which they have done, at the Will of 
the Ordinary, ſhall be from that Time forth, 
wrapt in the ſaid Sentence; and with the 
ſame Sentence we burden all thoſe that pre- 
ſume to diſturb the Peace of our Sovereign 
Lord the King, and of the Realm, to the per- 
petual Memory of which Thing, we the fore- 
ſaid Prelates have put our Seals to theſe Preſents, 
Doth this terrible Sentence, think you, 
affect the Revolutioners of 1688. Have they 
ſecretly or openly, by Deed, Word or Coun- 
cil, made Statutes, and obſerved them when 
made ? Or brought in Cuſtoms, and kept them 
when brought in, againſt the (aid Liberties, 
or any of them? Have they preſumed to 
judge againſt them? Or preſumed to diſturb 
the Peace of our Sovereign Lord the King 
an. 
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and Realm, when they brought in Foreign- 


ers to coerce his Royal Perſon, and as far as 
in their Power lay, gave away his Freehold, 
Right, Liberties, free Cuſtoms and Inheri- 
tance? And ſhall theſe pretended Statutes of 
their making, have the Force or Sanction of 
Law, when they want the eſſential Part of 
the Law, (the call and aſſent of the lawful 
King) who alone can give them Life and 


Vigour, and without whom they are no Laws? 


No, no more than, if a Gang of Bandlitti's, 
outlawed Perſons, and common Malefactors, 
ſhould convene together, and deſire one of their 
Number to take upon him the chief manage- 
ment of publick Affairs amongſt them, and 
iſſue out his circular Letters to others of their 
Brethren in Iniquity, to meet at a certain 
Time and Place, and when ſo met on that 
call, ſhould then and there, declare him their 
Sovereign Lord and King, thereby ſhaking 
off all Rules and Methods of the regular and 
well founded antient Government of their 
native Country, and ſhould in that caſe ex- 
pet Obedience and blind Acquieſcence to 


their lawleſs Proceedings, from the honeſt 


Part of the Nation, or puniſh as Rebels and 

Traytors, all Refuſers and Oppoſers. 

Our Magna Charta, and all other moſt va- 

Juable Rights, Liberties and Privileges, even 

that of our Parliament, we owe the Bleſſings 

of to thoſe Times, * the ſaid Sentence, 
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or Curſe was denounced, and ſhould therefore 
avoid incurring the one, as we eſteem and 
value the other. 

Or muſt thoſe Revolutioners, who at Will 
and Pleaſure take upon them to chop and 
change the whole Frame of our Conſtitution, 


and ſet foreign Heads on our Britiſh Shoul- 


ders, and force all others, Right or Wrong, 
inw their Meaſures, be the only true, loyal 
and faithful Subjects of our hereditary Crown; 
whilſt thoſe alone are beheaded, hanged, drawn 
and quartered, their Blood attainted, and E- 
ſtates ſequeſtered, who adhering to the roy- 
al hereditary Engliſb Line, according to the 
plain and poſicive direction of the fundamen- 
tal Laws of their Country, aud the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, and who knowing no Power on Earth 


that could abſolve them, fram paying to their 


lawful Sovereign the Duty and Obedience 
they owed by humane and divine Law, or 
could transfer or alienate it to any other, 
without the Sovereign's and their own con- 
ſent z much leſs againſt their poſitive Wills, 
true Intereſt- and Inclinations, have hitherto 
ſquared. their Actions, Conduct and Behavi- 
our with the cleareſt Precepts and Maxims, of 
their antient eſtabliſhed Conftitution, ſo di- 
rely requiring it; and who therefore have 


(as they conceive) neither Treachery, Deſer- 


tion, Perjury or Treaſon, to account for; 
and who conſequently in the Eye of all im- 


partial 
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partial Judges muſt ſtand acquitted, and free 
from all Imputations of Guilt on that Score, 
notwithſtanding any load of Calumny at this 
Time laid upon them. 

Now Gentlemen, if theſe Laws and Goſ. 
pel which have hitherto directed and guided 
our Loyalty, have been made and received 
only to enſnare, ſeduce, and lead People into 
Errors, Dangers, and wrong notions of 
Things, and that neither I, nor any one of 
nete, who have conformed themſelves to 
their Dictates, ever had any Hand, directly or 
indirectly, in the framing or making of them, 
and that the major and ſoundeſt Part of theſe 
Three Kingdoms have always thought it their 
Duty to obey them, as well by the Light and 
Force of natural Reaſon, as the Power and 
Authority of the ſaid Law and Goſpel, 

Let the ſaid Laws and Goſpel be firſt abo- 
liſhed, and utterly laid aſide; and let the Au- 
thors and Contrivers, as well as the Teachers 
and Preachers of them, be branded and con- 
demned, as Cheats, Impoſtors, and Seducers 
of Mankind, and then let a ſafer and more 
Chriſtian Goſpel, and Standard of Loyalty, 
and Obedience to Princes, be eſtabliſned and 
fixed by a more lawful Authority, and to a 
better and more peaceable end, and by more 
impartial and leſs deſigning Undertakers, and 
then received, and continue with as unani- 
mous an Applauſe, and as little Burthen 12 
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Diſhonor to the Nation ; before our Perſons 
and Actions governed, by thoſe antient Laws 


and Goſpel, be either cenſured or condemaed, 


Nor can it but ſeem ſtrange that Engliſh 
Gentlemen, bearing the Names of Chriſtians, 
and bred to the knowledge of the Laws of 
their Country, ſhould preſume, or attempt 
to make others believe, contrary to the con- 
viction of their own Judgments and Conſcien- 
ces, and contrary to the Truth of Fact, that 
the 25 Edward III. a Statute made ..: he 
Reign of a lawful hereditary Engliſh King, 
ſhould be deſigned or intended by the King 
and his Parliament, to be the Foundation of 
an Indictment of high Treaſon in this King- 
dom againſt a natural born Subject, for taking 
Arms by Commiſion from his lawful Engliſh 
Sovereign, and in his Aid and Aſſiſtance a- 
gainſt Aliens and Strangers of another Land, 
and their criminal Adherents alſo within the 
Kingdom, and that his fo doing ſhould, be in- 
terpreted Treaſon, within the meaning and 
limuation of that antient Statute, and the ſup- 
poſed Treaſon, ſet forth in the blackeſt Co- 
lours that Art and Words can invent, purely 
to ſerve a turn, and impoſe upon the deluded 
People. FE 1 N | 
And yet this Indi&ment, I find, is ſounded 
on that very Statute, and the Species of Trea- 
ſon it declares to be fo, as if it had been 
made and provided, more to favour Uſurpa- 

tion, 
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tion, and Foreigners getting footing within 


the Kingdom; than the defence and prefer- 


vation of the Perſon, Crown, Rights. and 
Dignity of the Hereditary Engliſh born laws 
ful Monarch. And to call this my Endeavor 


to aſſiſt, and reſtore my lawful King, by vir- 


tue of his own Commiſſion, and the People to 
their Peace and Happineſs in ſo doing; to 
call this, I ſay, an unnatural Rebellion,, when 
it is only againſt the ſaid Alien and his Ad- 
ments, is as much as if a Man, by the moſt 
anzuſtifiable, corrupt, and diſhonourable Pra- 
ciice and latelligence, with ſome unfaithful 


and ungrateful Servants within, and by as 


unwarrantable other means from without, 
ſhould enter into my Father's Houſe, and 
there taking all for his own, mercileſly com- 
mit all the Diſorders, Cruelties and brutiſh 
Exceſſes, among the Family, his ſavage Na- 
ture and Inhumanity finds room for, I muſt, 
in that Caſe, either join with him (whom his 
Adherents call the beſt of Men, becauſe ſo 
fitted for their Purpoſe) in an impious Inju- 
ſtice, againſt my own true and natural Father, 
who requires my Aid and Aſſiſtance to re- 
move his Grievance; or capitally ſuffer for 
my unnatural Undutifulneſs, forſooth, to- 
wards this Monſter of Iniquity, Oppreſſion 
and Tyranny, if I preſume to reſiſt him, tho? 
in Favor of my own Father and Family: But 
which of the Two Acts would be in me, the 


more 
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more Dutiful and more Natural, or ſhould 
more reaſonably, by any Law of God, or 
Man, be expected from me, I leave to any 
Chriſtian, nay, any Heathen, to judge and 
crave leave as a farther Explanation hereof 

to add what a modern Poet ſays, viz. | 


But when the People in the Throne 
Set up an Idol of their own, | 


As Oliver, they'll vindicate his Right, _ | ; 
His blackeſt Crime ſhall be by Art made I Jive, | 


And by the Pow'r they'verais'd are free to b 

J undone, g 
So Libertines in Wedlock noos'd, 
_ Will no expence repine, 

To oblige a Concubine, 


- Whilſt lawful Wives are ſlighted and abus d. 


- Having thus far demonſtrated, by the clear- 
eſt and ſtrongeſt Proofs human Reaſon can re- 
quire, and the nature of our fundamental Con- 
ſtitution afford, that the imperial Crown of 
Great Britain, is both Monarchical and Here- 
ditary, Iineally deſcending, by proximity of 
Blood, to the next immediate lawful Heir, 
upon the Death of the next preceding Sove- 


reign, without any intervening Authority or 


Ceremony whatſoever, and that to alter, ſuſ- 
pend or divert the ſaid Succeſſion, is Treaſon 
in the Subjects, and that our Monarchs being 
ſupreme in their own Dominions, and hold- 
970 | ing 
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ing their Authority from God Almighty alone, 
whoſe Vicegerents and Anointed they are, 
are to none, but him alone accountable for 
their Adminiſtration, and that all others, from 
tae Throne to the Cobler, within the Realm, 
are ſubordinate, and ſubje& to their Laws and 
Authority, and that according to the Acts of 
Parliament made fince the Reformation, there 
is no Authority or Juriſdiction, Spiritual or 


Iemporal, within their Kingdoms, but what 


'e either mediately or immediately, derived 
rom them reſpe&ively ; and that they have 
no Peers much leſs Superiors, within their 
Dominions 3 ſince neither, or both Houſes of 
Parliament can ſo much as pretend by any Co- 
lour of human or divine Law, upon any Ac- 
court or Pretence whatſoever, to coerce or 
judge their Perſons, reſiſt their Authority, or 
take Arms Offenſive or Defenſive againſt them, 
and that no difference of their Religion from 
that of the Subjects, if that ſhould happen, 
can warrant or juſtify, any change of the Sub- 
jects Allegiance, Faith and Obedience to them, 
no more than if they were all of the ſame Re- 
ligion ; and that King James II. was undoubt- 
ed lawful Hereditary King of theſe Kingdoms, 
at the Time of the Revolution, In Anno 1688. 
whereby upon his Death the Prince of Wales, 
his only true and undoubted lawful Son, and 
immediate Heir, —. our ſupreme, true, 
natural and only rightful, Monarch; to whom 


H alone; | 


CI 
alone, as ſuch, our intire natural Allegiance, 
Faith and a&ive Obedience, is by the Laws 
of God, Nature and the Nation, due, exclu- 
five to all other Perſons, Powers and Poten- 
tates, whatſoever ; notwithſtanding any pre- 
tended Act or Acts, Statute or Statutes, 1nven- 
ted, framed or contrived, by any ſelf aſſum- 
ing Power, or creating Parliament fince the 
ſaid Revolution, to the contrary ; the faid 
pretended Acts, being but ſo many Nullities 
in their Nature, Circumſtances and Tens 
cies. And having never ſwerved in Thougut. 
Word or Deed, from the Duty of my natural 
Allegiance to that Prince, whom God, Na- 
ture, and the antient fundamental Conſtitution 


of my Country, have thus placed over me, 


will I hope be more than ſufficient, to acquit 
me before God and Man, (even you Gentle- 
men being Judges, and thoſe the Jury, whom 
J ſee here called and ſworn) of all imputation 
of Treaſon and treaſonable Practices, againſt 
my Sovereign Lord the King, his Crown and 
Dignity, or againſt any Statute in that Caſe, 
made and provided, eſpecially that of the 25 
of Edward III. on which the Indi&ment now 
againſt me is grounded, 

And now Gentlemen, I conclude, intreat- 
ing no other Favor of all or any of you that 
hear me, than that you ſeriouſly and delibe- 
rately weighing the Truth and undeniable Au- 
thorities, on Which, this my Plea and Defence 
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are founded, and then making my Caſe your 
own, you will be pleaſed to form a Judgment 
of my Innocence and Loyalty accordingly, 
leaſt your acting otherwiſe, under the mock- 
pretence of reforming Church and State, by 
the overthrow of both, the righteous Hand of 
Heaven ſhould carry its juſt Reſentment to 
the Third and Fourth Generation againſt you, 
even in this World. 

For as Juſtice and true Religion flow from 
no other Root, than God himſelf, and that 
to Oppreſs, Defraud, Defame, or any way in- 
jure the Innocent, and add to the Cries and 
Mileries of the Father leſs, Widows and Or- 
phants is Injuſtice; and that, qui injuſte agit 
impius eſt, he that is Unjuſt is alſo lmpious : 
So by how much People take upon em to vio- 
late and a& contrary both to Religion and Ju- 
ſtice, (be their Pretence what it will, when in 
Truth their Motives and principal Aims, are 
wickedly Sinful) by ſo much, and fo far they 
remove themſelves and their Actions from God, 
his holy Law and Commandments, and there- 
in are both Impious and Unjuſt. 

Nor ſhould theſe ſort of People imagine 
themſelves the more Happy, or their Cauſe the 
more Juſt, by how much Providence permits 
their Iniquities to prevail for a Time over a 
righteous and juſt Cauſe; no, for without a 
timely and ſincere Repentance, they can no 
more eſcape the Weight of divine Juſtice, a- 
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gainſt which all criminal Triumphs and boaſted 
Succeſſes in this World, will at laſt avail them 
no further, than to ſtand as ſo many woful Mo- 
numents of their Guilt, and witneſſes of the out- 
ragious Wrongs they have done, the Murthers, 
Sacrileges and Robberies they have committed, 
the Reparations and Reſtitutions they ſhould 
have made, and where they have done it not, 
to the utmoſt of their Power, of the adequate 
Puniſhment due and inevitably to be undergone 
for the ſame : Then they cannot fail of a moft 
gracious, free and general Pardon for all va“ 
Offences, from a tender Father, their only cr 
natural and rightful Sovereign King James III. 
who ſecks not their Deſtruction, but that, by a 
juſt return to their Duty, they may all be pre- 
ſerved, and ſafe in their Perſons, Rights and 
Properties, himſelf reſtored to his Throne, the 
Nation now reduced to a State of Beggary and 
L ivifion, to its loft Plenty, Peace and Happi- 
nels, the People to a mutual Love, Union and 
Concord among themſelves, the oppreſſive Yoak 
of trangers, and all Influence of their foreign 
Councils, ſupported by a ftanding Army, end- 
leſs Taxes, perpetual Slavery, (without Popery) 
and other innumerable Novelties and Grievances, 
ſhaken off and removed for ever, which is in e- 
yery one's Power to do, who has a mind to Pra- 
Rice the golden Rule of doing as he would be 
done unto, and thereby manifeſt his true Reli- 
gion and Juſtice, | 


AN 
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GLAD A II bb AG 


AN OATH 


To an Invader, and abjuring the invaded, 
diſſefted and examin'd upon the following 
Qoeries, vi⁊. 


2 
Query J. 


Hether it be malum in ſe, for one 
Man or for many, with armed Force, 
and indirect Practices, without any previous 


Declaration of War, or cauſe of Complaint 


ſhewn, by Memorials, Ambaſſadors, Media- 
tion of neighboring Potentates, or other regu- 
lar Methods in ſuch Caſes commonly uſed, 
to invade the undoubted and acknowledged 
hereditary Right of another, and defame and 
calumniate him into the Bargain, as far as Art 
and combined Malice can invent, purely to 
ſervea Turn, and the better to attain the End 
of the Invader and his Accomplices, be the 
pretence for ſo doing never ſo ſpecious, when 
in Truth, and to the Knowledge and certain 
inward Belief, even of the Invader and Ca- 
lumniators themſelves, the Calumny is fictious 
and groundleſs, and the Invaſion * 
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Law of Nations, the Law of Nature, and the 
eſtabliſhed Laws of the Land, invaded at the 
Time of the Invaſion ? 

Qu. II. Whether the more Eminent any 
Perſon thus invaded and calumniated is, in 
Blood, Dignity and Authority above others, 
(for Example King Charles I.) the Invaders 
of his Right, and Murtherers of his Royal Re- 
putation, before they murthered him upon 
the Block, have not the more to Account for, 


by how much the Perſon and CharaQer of a a 


King is deemed Sacred, and by the ſtrongeu 
Fences of Law human and divine ſkreened, 
from all violent Attempts and Inſults whet- 
ſoever, and under no leſs Penalty in Subjects 
than high Treaſon? 

Qu. III. By what Colour of lawful Autho- 
rity, and on what Rule of Scripture, Statute 
Law, legal Practice, or natural Equity ground- 

can ſuch an Invader and his criminal Ac- 


complices, (as ſuppole Oliver Cromwell and 


his Regicides Adherents) pretend to Summon 
the People to Council or Parliament, or to 
give Sanction to any Act or Acts of Council 
or Parliament, or take upon them to make any 
Diſpoſition, Limitation or Settlement, of the 
Eſtate, Crown and Dominions of the invaded 
King, to his, and his immediate lineal here- 
ditary Heir's Prejudice; or can ſuch a Mock- 
Settlement, without ſo much as any ſhew of 
Juſtice, Honor or Conſcience, be ſupported, 

defended 
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defended or maintained, when neither approved 
of, confirmed by, or agreed to, upon ſome 
valuable Conſideration or Compenſation, by 
any ſubſequent free and unconſtrained declared 
Act or Deed of the Perſon or Perſons injured 
thereby? | 

Qu. IV. Whether any length of Time or 
Preſcription, covered with the Veil of any 
aſſumed Authority; can Legitimate, or make 
at Lawful, which in its beginning was Un- 
bv or whether, the longer the Injury and 
i» {tice doth continue, it be not an high Ag- 
vation and an Accumulation of Guilt; and 


whether, what all Civilians, and others learn- 


ed in Law, do admit, be of any Weight to 
prove the ſame, vis. That quod contra jus fit 
tanquam pro infecto babeatur ;, and that nemo 
poteſt plus juris in alium transferre, quam ipſe 
habet ; and that, quod ab initio non valet, 
proceſſu temporis, etiam longiſſimi, non con- 
valeſcet + adding, that injuſte poſſidentur, que 
ex juſto titulo, juſia cauſa, & bona fide non 
poſſidentur And as the Law, Nullo juſto, Cod. 
de rei vind. ſays, Ad preſcriptionem requiri- 
tur juſtus titulus, id eft cauſa habilis & ſufe 
ficiens ad conferendum Dominium; titulus e- 
nim hujuſmodi eſt cauſa juſtæ poſſeſſtonis © juſta 
autem poſſeſſio eſt proxima cauſa preſcriptionts : 
Whence Regula juris affirms that abſque juſto 
titulo, non poteſt Dominium per uſucapionem, 
ſeu præſcriptionem acquiri And the Law, - 
quo 
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quod noſtrum. F. de Reg Jur. That quod no- 
trum eſt fine facto noſtro, ad alium transferri 
non poteſt : Beſides, the fulneſs and clearneſs 
of Magna Charta, and other undeniable Au- 
thorities in the Laws of England, too many 
to be here inſerted, in the Cale, 
Qu. V. If ſuch be the Caſe, that it be both 
malum probibitum and malum in ſe, to invade 
and calumniate as aforeſaid, with what Face 
can any one, pretending to Chriſtian or Mo- 
ral Honeſty, or regarding the golden Pnle, 
do not to another, what you would not be 
done unto yourſelf, affirmitively Swear upon 
, the holy eee and truly and ſincerely 
acknowledge, profeſs, teſtify and declare in 
his Conſcience before God and the World, 
that ſuch an Invader and male fidei Poſſeſſor 
is, or can be lawful and rightful Owner of 
what he poſleſſes in manner, and by the means 
aforeſaid, without any intervening Aſſent, Con- 
ſent, Approbation, Confirmation, or the. leaſt 
Reparation made, or Satisfaction given to the 
Invaded, or other Sufferers by the Invaſion ? 
And with the ſame Breath negatively, ſolemn- 
ly and fincerely declare, upon his ſaid Oath, 
That he believes in his Conſcience, that the 
Perſon thus invaded and injured, hath not 
any Right or Title to what he hath been thus 
ſupplanted in and deprived of, to the know- 
ledge of the very Oath taker himſelf at the 
Time he takes it; and yet Swears to a Negi- 
tive 
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gative and Affirmative both at the ſame Time; 


contrary to his real Belief and Knowledge and 
doth abjure, renounce and refuſe, by his ſaid 
Oath, to pay or own any Debt due to, or 
Thing owing or payable unto the ſupplanted 
and invaded in this Caſe ; but Swears he will 
pay all and every Part of the ſaid invaded's 
real Debt and Right to the Invader and his 
. Aſſigns, being of the Religion of the Invader, 
and will to the utmoſt of his Power defend 
himagainſt all Perſons whatſoever, and againſt 
him by Name, to whom in his Heart and 
Conſcience, he knows the whole - Debt doth 
of Right belong, and will ſupport, maintain 
and defend all Diſpoſition, Limitation and 
Settlement made by ſuch an Invader and his 
Accomplices, of ſuch an invaded and detain- 
ed Property as aforeſaid, to any Perfon or 
Perſons whatſoever excluſive of the invaded, 
and of all Perſons in Blood immediately claim- 
ing a Right and deriving a Title from him; 
nay, tho* ſuch Diſpoſition, Limitation and 
vettlement be made, and principally intended, 


and fo expreſs'd in the very Oath and Act 1t- 


ſelf, when it excludes all thoſe who are not 
of the Invader's Religion, and limits the Set- 
tlement to ſuch alone, as are and ſhall be; 
tho' it be made, I ſay, in favour of a Reli- 
gion in Fundamentals oppoſite to, and in Pra- 
Qice perſecutive, of what the Swearer him- 
{elf ſeemingly profeſſes; he Swears he _ 

1 uꝑ⸗ 
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ſupport, maintain and Defend, ſuch Settlement 
to the utmoſt of his Power. Which 


Qu. VI. Whether it be not down-right 


Swearing, the Perſecution and Deſtruction of 
his own, if he ſincerely means what he Swears, 


and if he does not ſincerely mean to perform 
what he doth fo ſacredly and ſolemnly Swear 
to; under what Denomination muſt ſuch 


ſwearing and meaning, and their due Reward . } 


paſs, with the All-ſeeing and All-knowing 
God, and good Men ? "AL, 
And all theſe Things he plainly and fin- 
cerely Acknowledges and Swears, according 
to the expreſs Words by him ſpoken, and ac- 
cording to the plain and common Senſe and 
Underſtanding of the ſame Words, without 
any Equivocation, mental Evaſion, or ſecret 
Reſervation whatſoever ; and he makes this 
Recognition, ' Acknowledgment, Abjuration, 
Renounciation and Promiſe, heartily, willing- 
ly and truly, upon the true Faith of a Chri- 
ſtian. So help him God, As God moſt cer- 
tainly will. | | 
— VII. Whether this be Monſtrum hor- 
rendum — cui gratiæ lumen ademptum ? 
Qu. VIII. Whether it can be pretended by 
way of Excuſe, that ſuch an Oath is forced, 
and that it is unavoidable to Acknowledge and 
Recognize ſuch an Invader, as rightful and 
lawful Owner of what he hath acquired by 


his Invaſion, and to abjure and renounce the 


inva- 


167 
invaded and his Right, when he Swears he 


doth all this willingly, heartily and truly, 


and when it is left to his Choice, either to 


act ſuch a Part or withdraw, honourably de- 


claring, Fiat Fuſtitia & ruat Cælum, and no- 
bly follow the glorious Example of thoſe 
who laid it down, as their civil and chriſtian 
Duty, relinquere omnia, & ſequi Dominum, 
and who being perſecuted in one City, fled 
into another, rather than abandon what they 
oxed to God and Truth? 


gu Qu. IX, How honourable or lawful would | 


it be for any one, born a Subject to the He- 
reditary Crown of England, to Swear that 
Oliver Cromwell was lawful and rightful chief 
Governor of theſe Three Kingdoms, and all 
the Dominions thereunto belonging, becauſe 
he exerciſed more than kingly Authority o- 
ver them, under the Title of Protector, and 
that with a far more arbitrary Sway, than 
any of their lawful Monarchs ever did; and 
becauſe he was ſet up and recognized by Re- 
bels at Home, under the ſham pretence of 
having reſcued Religion, Liberty and Pro- 
perty, from Tyranny, by pulling down Mo. 
narchy and Epiſcopacy, and overthrowing the 
whole Frame of the Conſtitution, and was 
unvoluntarily acknowledged by an infant 
Prince, or interefted other Potentates abroad; 
and at the ſame time abjure and ſolemnly 
Swear and Declare, that in his Conſcience he 

"7059 believes 


id [68 ] 
believes that King Charles II. had not any 
* Right or Title whatſoever to the Crown of 
this Realm, or any other the Dominions there- 
unto belonging, from the Time of the Mur- 
ther of the King his Father, and during the 
Uſurpation of Oliver, until the Reſtoration? 
Qu, X. Whether any ſuch foreign or home 
Recognition, Acknowledgment or Submiſſion 
made, and Oath taken to ſuch an Oliver, or 
any Law made by himfelf and his Party to 
corroborate and confirm his Power and 
thority, could in the leaſt make his Title 
better, or his Government the more Lawfu; 
and Righteous in itſelf, if the Authorities 
mention'd in the Fourth preceeding Query be 
of any force; and whether any Abjuration or 
Renounciatlon of all or any ſuch Perſon or Per- 
ſons, could any way vacate, attaint or extin- 
guiſh the indefeazable hereditary Right of the 
royal Prince, the murthered King's undoub- 
ted Son, and the lawſul Heir of his Crown : 
and who can, will, or dare make it out? Er 
j erit nibi mag nus Apollo, 
b Qu. XI. What then to think of ſuch Ab- 
juring-oath-rikers, and of the Coiners, Pro- 
moters and Impoſers of them, Dabit Deus bis 
queque — 


a. 
« 


THE 
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[69] 
THE OATH 


'Of Abjuration now adminiſter d in 


Great Britain, &c. 


i A. B. do truly and ſincerely ackuowledge, 


= Profeſs, teſhfy and declare in my Con- 


{-zence, before God and the World, that 
ir Sovereign Lady Queen Anne is lawful 


and righiful Queen of this Realm, and 


of all other her Majeſties Dominions and 
Countries thereunto belonging : And I do ſo- 
lemnly and ſincerely declare, that J do be- 
lie ve in my Conſcience, that the Perſon pre- 
tended to be Prince of Wales, during the 
Life of the late King James, and ſiuce his 
Deceaſe pretending to be aud taking upon him- 
ſelf the Stile and Title of King of England, 
by the Name of James III. hath not any 
Right or Title whatſoever to the Crown of 
this Realm, or any other the Dominions there- 
wato belonging : And I do renounce, refuſe 
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And abjure any Allegiance ox Obe 
bim. And 1 do Swear that I will bear Faitb 
aud true Allegiance to her Majeſty Queen | 


better ſecuring the Rights and Liber- 
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dience o 


Anne, and ber will defend to the utmoſt of 
my Power againſs all tratterous Conſpiracießs 
and Attempts whatſoever, which ſhall bs © 
made againſt her Perſon, Crown or Dignity, 
And I will do my beſt Endeavor to diſchſt* 
and make known to ber M ajeſty and her. .$ 10. 
ceſſors, all Treaſons and traiterous Con h. 
racies, which 1 ſhall kw to be againſt her, 
or any of them, And I do faithfully pro- 
miſe, to the utmoſt of my Power, to ſupport, 
maintain and defend the Limitation and Suc- | 
ceſſion of the Crown againſt him the ſaid 
James, and all other Perſons whatſoever, 
as the ſame is, and ſtands limitted by an 
Aci, intituled, an Act declaring the Rights 
and Liberties of the Subject, and ſet- 


ling the Succeſſion of the Crown to her 
preſent Majeſty, and the Heirs of her 


Body being Proteſtants: And as the ſame 
by another Add, intituled: An Act for the 
further Limitation of the Crown, and 


cles 


Ln} 


eſty, to the Princeſs Sopbia, Electoreſs 


the Heirs of her Body, being Prote- 
ſtants. And all theſe Things J ao plainly 
Ind ſincerely Acknowledge and Swear ar-ord- 
t thoſe expreſs Words by me ſpoken, and 
f | .oraing to the plain and common Senſe and 
luder ſtanding of the ſame Words, without any 


E qui vocat ion mental Evaſion, or ſecret Re. 


ſerxation whatſoever, And I do make this 
Recognition, Acknowledgment, Abjuration, 
Renounciation and Promiſe, beartily, willing- 
| # and truly, upon the true Faith of a 
| Chriſtian. | 


So help me God. 
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11 ; of the Subjects, is and ſtands li- 5 
mitted after the Deceaſe of her Maje- 
ty, and for default of Iſſue of her Ma- 


And Dutcheſs Dowager of Hanover, and 
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